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Maths Stimulus Posters — Set 1 - Number

The poster provides the children with a reference to become familiar with the 

• Write the numbers 0—20 on a long strip of paper. Children count from  
0—20. Tell the children that all the numbers are either ‘odd’ or ‘even’. 
On the strip of paper, draw red circles around the odd numbers and blue 
squares around the even numbers. Read the odd numbers aloud. Read 

 • Cover the poster text which states ‘Even numbers end in 0, 2, 4, 6 or 8’ 

discuss the pattern. What are they counting in? (twos, starting from 0). 
What do all of the even numbers end in? (0, 2, 4, 6 or 8). Remove the 
paper covering the text ‘Even numbers end in 0, 2, 4, 6 or 8’. Can the 

discuss the pattern. What are they counting in? (twos, starting from 1). 
What do all of the odd numbers end in? (1, 3, 5, 7 or 9). Remove the 
paper covering the text ‘Odd numbers end in 1, 3, 5, 7 or 9’. Can the 

 • Have large number cards labelled 0—20. Sort these number cards into 

Copymaster 3

• Show the children a number 
of items that usually come in 
‘pairs’; e.g. a pair of socks, 
a pair of gloves, a pair of 
shoes, a pair of earrings. 
Why do these items come in 
twos? Have the children ever 
lost one of a pair of socks? 
Is one sock any use without 
its partner? Why not? Count 
pairs of items; i.e. in twos. 
Are the children counting in 
odd or even numbers?

• Play the ‘Odd sock game’. 
This can be played by 
2—4 players. A dice and 
one counter per player are 
needed. Why do the children 
think it is always ‘trouble’ to 
land on an odd number in this 

Odd and even numbers
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